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“On the wooden door of temple at Borea,
the district of Ranchi, is catved the figure of 2
mythical animal which is called nabagutjara in
Orissa. Its body is composed of the limbs of
nine animals : viz. the elephant, bull, snake, pea-
cock etc. In the Oriya Mahabharat of Saral Das
(16th century) it is said that Krishna once appeared
to Arluna in that form. The figure of the naba-
gurjara is not to be found anywhere outside Orissa.
It is of such a complex nature that we cannot
think of its having been inverted independently
by the artist of Borea. It is therefore probable
that some artist familiar with recent mythological
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figures of Oxissa must have carved it upon the
wooden door of the Borea temple.”

«History of Orissa,” Vol. II, (1934) by R. D.
Banerji; preface. XVIL
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It would seem to indicate some continuity
of traditions. X X X

..... Satpura plateaux to-day.
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The Pre-Dravidian Indian, the African Bush-
man, the pre-historic, Iatdenosian, and the Eskimo.
Inspite of the separating distances intine, latitude
ot longitude all belong to the same culture and
possibly to the same race.
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For method and sentiment and unmistakable
way of telling its story, this picture, I consider
cannot be sutpassed in the history of art. The
Florentines could have put better drawing and the
venetians better colour, but neither could have
thrown greater expression into it.

(The Cave Temples of India, p. 307)
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subjects direct from life-of that thete is no shadow-
of doubt but however fresh and vital the potrayal
may be, it never misses-that quality of Abstraction.
which is indispensable to mural decoration, as it
is, indeed, to all truly great paintings.

: The Bagh Caves, Page 17°

Tt is the skill with which the artist has pre-
served the due relation between the major and
minor parts of his design, and welded them to-
gether into 2 rich and harmonious whole, W}th
no apparent effort or straining after effect, which
entitle this great Bagh paisiting to be ranked among-

the highest achievements of its class. ,
Bagh Caves, Page 65
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But while the Ajanta Frescoes are more reli-
gious in theme, depicting the incidents from the
lives of Budha. The Bagh Frescoes are more
human depicting the life of the time with its
religious associations. In the Bagh Frescoes the
humanity of the theme gives free rein to the joy
of the Artist, though the general tone is one of
gracious solemnity. The aesthetical element which
is latent, almost cold in Ajanta, is patent and
pulsating in Bagh.’

Dr. J. H. Kajans
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